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Harvey Mysel, who created the Living Kidney Donors Network, is among those working hard to spread the word about

living donation and save lives -- sometimes their own.

advertisement Harvey Mysel hands out business cards. David

Goldman has a YouTube video. And there are

other people, working hard, spreading the word

as creatively as they can, because they’re in

the business of saving lives -- sometimes their

own.

Five years ago, Mysel had a successful kidney

transplant. But then he developed a virus

infection and the organ deteriorated. Last

month, he was back in a dialysis clinic at

Highland Park Hospital, hooked up to a

machine that does the work his kidneys can no

longer do.

What’s ironic is that Mysel heads an organization devoted to educating people about living kidney

donations. He sarted the group five years ago for other people.

"Never in my wildest dreams did I think I would be looking for another donor," he said. "I thought I

would have longer time with that kidney."
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For David Goldman, the story began when he was diagnosed with diabetes as a baby. By the time

he was in his early 30s, his kidneys had failed and he got a transplant.

Still, he considers himself fortunate.

"Transplanted kidneys only last so long, and 25 years is a long time," he said. "So I’m very lucky."

Both men said the perception remains that donor kidneys need to come from people who have

died, and who specify that they want their organs available for donations.

But the truth is, they said, someone reading this article can sign up to be a donor.

Mysel’s organization is called Living Kidney Donors Network, and he said most people aren’t

knowledgeable about living donation, believing there's a "million-to-one odds" they would be able to

donate.”

But his group’s workshops and webinars explain that immunosuppression drugs are now so

effective that matches no longer have to be perfect.

Still, it can be a long process: Goldman has been on dialysis for 17 months, despite a dozen offers

of donation; some from complete strangers. Some potential donors weren’t healthy enough for

surgery, and others weren’t a good enough match.

His quirky video remains posted on YouTube with a simple plea: You’ve got two kidneys, so how

about one for him, and one for you?

Harvey Mysel, however, got incredible news on Tuesday.

A 43-year-old father of four, who had decided to make what’s called a non-directed match, had

been approved to donate his kidney to Mysel. They met for the first time earlier this month, and

Mysel’s surgery is already scheduled in June.

He said his campaign to educate people about living donation has allowed him to see just how often

the charity of strangers literally saves lives, and now it’s his turn.

"I’m not surprised, but it’s been a pretty good few days," he said.
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Angela Stimpson · Subscribed · SUNY New Paltz

Harvey we love you and are thinking of you!

Reply · Like · Follow Post · Thursday at 6:13am

Janet Torrence · 

Good luck and well wishes for both of you, Harvey. Thanks for all your help! Hope someone will find my nephew

Roger Mims seeking a kidney of O blood.

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · Friday at 12:16pm

Subscribe

2

Susan Walker · 52 years old

very exciting news!

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · Thursday at 7:50am1

Chaya Lipschutz ·  Top Commenter · Works at Kidney Donor & Kidney Matchmaker, helping save many lives

HELP! HELP! HELP! Michael, a wonderful father of a young child from Illinois, desperately needs a kidney! If you

are blood type B or O, you can save his life! He has done for others, now it's time for someone to do something

for him! Please contact me ASAP to help save his life! E-mail: KidneyMitzvah@aol.com (My posting for him is

on Craigs List - check it out, if it is still on there.

Reply · Like · Follow Post · Thursday at 2:43am

Harvey Mysel · Baruch College

Michael and Chaya....are you listed at one of the transplant hospitals in Wisconsin. Their waiting

list is much shorter than the transplant hospitals in Chicago.

Reply · Like · Thursday at 9:06am

Linda Bramblett

How AWESOME! Congratulations Harvey! For the rest of us reading this, yes - please consider donating your

"extra" kidney to someone or being a donor on your driver's license.

Reply · Like · Follow Post · Thursday at 12:08pm

Kidney for Olga

this is great.

Reply · Like · Follow Post · Friday at 11:03am

Patients Search for Living Kidney Donors | NBC Chicago http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/health/unit-5-dialysis-danger-living-do...

3 of 4 4/22/2012 10:05 AM



 AdChoices

© 2012 NBCUniversal, Inc. All rights
reserved. Portions by Broadcast Interactive
Media. A Division of NBCUniversal

Terms Of Service | Privacy Policy

FCC Independent Programming Report
FCC News and Information Programming Report
NBC Non-Profit News Partnership Reports

Archive  |  Feedback  |  About Us  |  Advertise

NEWS

Local

Politics

Sports

Health

Tech

Weather

Inc Well

Ward Room

Grizzly Detail

Madhouse Enforcer

U.S. & W

THE SCENE

Food & Drink

Fashion

Shopping

Events

Real Estate

Cars

1st Look

Open House

ENTERTAINMENT

Celebrity

Movies

Television

Music

PopcornBiz

ON AIR

As Seen On

Shows

Contests

Community

About Us

TV Schedule

CNBC

Television Without Pity

LX.TV

Access Hollywood

Bravo

iVillage

WEATHER

Forecast

Maps & Radar

Severe Weather Alerts

School Closing Alerts

Weather Stories

TRAFFIC

Read more

member of the

NBCChicago family. Or

find our digital channel

on Comcast Channel

341; WOW Channel

130 or RCN Channel

50.

Send Us Your Story Tips

CHECK OUT

Patients Search for Living Kidney Donors | NBC Chicago http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/health/unit-5-dialysis-danger-living-do...

4 of 4 4/22/2012 10:05 AM


